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array of natural beauty. To uphold this tradition, I was proud to launch the
America’s Great Outdoors Initiative. Building on input from tens of thou-
sands of people across our country, we are joining with communities, land-
owners, sportsmen, businesses, and partners at every level of government
to reconnect Americans with the natural world and lay the foundation for
a more sustainable planet. Through the Initiative, we are also helping sup-
port farms and ranches that provide our Nation with food, fiber, and en-
ergy. The 21st Century Conservation Service Corps is empowering our Na-
tion’s youth to restore and protect our public lands and waters through
meaningful jobs and service opportunities. And First Lady Michelle
Obama’s Let’s Move Outside! initiative is encouraging children and families
to explore the outdoors and engage in outdoor recreation as part of a
healthy, active lifestyle.

Protecting our environment is not only a duty to our children; it is an eco-
nomic imperative. Visitors to our public lands contribute billions of dollars
to local economies, and I am committed to supporting this engine of
growth. As part of our National Travel and Tourism Strategy, my Adminis-
tration is working to increase visits to our national parks and scenic places.
This initiative will help support small businesses and drive job growth
across our country.

Great Outdoors Month is a time for all Americans to share in the natural
splendor of which we are all proud inheritors. Whether camping, fishing,
rock climbing, or playing in a neighborhood park, nature offers each of us
the opportunity to get active, explore, and strengthen our bonds with fam-
ily and friends. This month, let us celebrate our natural heritage by experi-
encing it together.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2012 as Great Out-
doors Month. I urge all Americans to explore the great outdoors and to up-
hold our Nation’s legacy of conserving our lands and waters for future gen-
erations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8834 of June 1, 2012
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From generation to generation, ordinary Americans have led a proud and
inexorable march toward freedom, fairness, and full equality under the
law—not just for some, but for all. Ours is a heritage forged by those who
organized, agitated, and advocated for change; who wielded love stronger
than hate and hope more powerful than insult or injury; who fought to
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build for themselves and their families a Nation where no one is a second-
class citizen, no one is denied basic rights, and all of us are free to live
and love as we see fit.

The lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) community has written
a proud chapter in this fundamentally American story. From brave men
and women who came out and spoke out, to union and faith leaders who
rallied for equality, to activists and advocates who challenged unjust laws
and marched on Washington, LGBT Americans and allies have achieved
what once seemed inconceivable. This month, we reflect on their enduring
legacy, celebrate the movement that has made progress possible, and re-
commit to securing the fullest blessings of freedom for all Americans.

Since I took office, my Administration has worked to broaden opportunity,
advance equality, and level the playing field for LGBT people and commu-
nities. We have fought to secure justice for all under the Matthew Shepard
and James Byrd, Jr., Hate Crimes Prevention Act, and we have taken action
to end housing discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity. We expanded hospital visitation rights for LGBT patients and their
loved ones, and under the Affordable Care Act, we ensured that insurance
companies will no longer be able to deny coverage to someone just because
they are lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender. Because we understand that
LGBT rights are human rights, we continue to engage with the international
community in promoting and protecting the rights of LGBT persons around
the world. Because we repealed “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” gay, lesbian, and
bisexual Americans can serve their country openly, honestly, and without
fear of losing their jobs because of whom they love. And because we must
treat others the way we want to be treated, I personally believe in marriage
equality for same-sex couples.

More remains to be done to ensure every single American is treated equal-
ly, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. Moving forward, my
Administration will continue its work to advance the rights of LGBT Amer-
icans. This month, as we reflect on how far we have come and how far we
have yet to go, let us recall that the progress we have made is built on the
words and deeds of ordinary Americans. Let us pay tribute to those who
came before us, and those who continue their work today; and let us re-
dedicate ourselves to a task that is unending—the pursuit of a Nation
where all are equal, and all have the full and unfettered opportunity to pur-
sue happiness and live openly and freely.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2012 as Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month. I call upon the people of the
United States to eliminate prejudice everywhere it exists, and to celebrate
the great diversity of the American people.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA
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